Physiologic, metabolic and mediator responses in posttrauma ARDS and sepsis: is oxygen debt a critical initiating factor?
Posttrauma adult respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS) and sepsis initiate complex humoral and cellular inflammatory responses that initially effect the microvascular system, but rapidly extend to involve and modulate the solid organ metabolic response. It is discussed whether the interaction between these cellular processes and the organs which they involve appear to be initiated by the trauma induced oxygen debt.